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This write-up is in response to Dr. Biplab Pal's article ‘«={«ife=s === published in
Shodalap: http://www.shodalap.com/BP_kawan2.pdf

With respect to Avijit Ray's article, Bipab Pal has summarized the same as:
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Religion doesn't impart common sense, it assumes one has it. You assert that dishonest
people are found in a greater proportion among the religious people compared with the
atheists--this depends on how you define a religious person (and to a little extent
honesty). To some, Delwar Hussain Saidee or Bal Thackeray may be religious since
they pretend to preach and surely instigate, in the name of their respective religions.
Nonetheless, many people among the followers of Islam and Hinduism contend that
these people are actually criminals, let alone being religious. The interesting and
alarming part is that among them who think them as religious people are both poorly
educated theists and highly educated atheists.
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This is a dangerous statement and difficult to substantiate. Not all the people who try
to think logically will denounce religion. Let's look at two specific examples of Prof.
A. Salam and Mahatma Gandhi. Both of them were deeply religious yet it will be
difficult to prove that they cared little about logic. They had their own set of logical
convictions.
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This is not true that one may not be morally sound without religion. Actually, there are
many atheists those who hold high moral standards. On the other hand, religion
encourages people to be moral but does not guarantee this.
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This is not true either that one will be an atheist for free-sex.

While refuting Kawan'’s article ‘@fex @eretics [Res==al
(http://www.shodalap.com/K_KISUKOTHA3.pdf), Biplab Pal inter alia makes the
following comments:
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Yet another dangerous statement that lacks clear proof. One needs to define who are
religious people and see if all of them are terrorists.
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Will it be justified to kill someone if he had caused injury to someone or appropriated
somebody's land? What one should emphasize is: any criminal should be brought to
justice and meted out appropriate punishment based on the law of the land which one
is obliged to abide by.
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Sorry, we do not kill someone if s’he merely hurts our religious feelings. Nonetheless,
we protest and put forward our arguments supporting our conviction.
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This is a difficult question to answer. The nature of this simple question requires

profound deliberation. This question was assertively stated by Socrates: 'know thyself'.
Similar philosophy is expounded in Islam: @ fatens foface #fwrice ¢ SR @ fofvce iz |
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Please provide reference that the Prophet acted against the teachings of the Quran.
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Please tell us which Arab country follows 70-80% of quranic teachings? How do you
really quantify this? Why do you talk about only last 100 years when Islam has a
history of at least 1400 years? (Please note that according to Islamic belief system,
what Adam propounded is Islam, so was by Abraham, David, Moses, Jesus and
Mohammad).
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Answer is 'Yes' if you consider Ahmed Zewail a scientist. He happened to be awarded
the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in the year 1999 for his studies of transition states of
chemical reactions using femto second spectroscopy.

@ 7 *ifeH ST WAl rfaces, Iom fof2 fece ffgmew e | =it 519 [
FACS e, [Nems e e [ N @ @A [ead Fiesa s oS
AACNE AAACH 1 SO | AGCAS CHIN N N &=y ¢ 1] fresm= T =7 |

The Prophet didn't say that a Muslim male must marry four women. His teachings are
that under certain conditions (rather harsh conditions), one might marry more than one.
Yes, he married more than four. Dear Biplab Pal, instead of gleaning information
about Islam from the declared atheists and perceived Islam-haters, would you please
care to study the history of that time and the timeline of the revelations of these
injunctions before suggesting that the Prophet may be held responsible for not
following the Quran?
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This is not completely true that there is nothing which is eternal truth. Biplab Pal once
sent an article titled '&siNIfox === to Shodalap is an eternal truth. Quran contends
that it is from the God, the cherisher and sustainer of the world. You may or may not
heed. Finally, it's between you and the God.
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This is true. Scientific approach is indeed beautiful.
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Again, Islam doesn't say that you must marry from among your relatives. Quran rather
explicitly states who a Muslim is not allowed to marry such as his mother(s) and
sister(s). If one looks at the nuptial practices before the birth of the prophet about 1400
years ago, it will be easy to comprehend how these injunctions are important.
Violation of this is understood as incest.
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Please provide these thousands of examples that following Islam will actually cause
collapse of 'economy' and 'society'. If, what you say is true, this is of concern for over
a billion people. History however tells us that different tribes were united under the
umbrella of Islam which eventually culminated into a great civilization. The so called
European dark age was not so dark after all for the whole of the world, since dazzling
rays of light in terms of arts, culture, science, law, mathematics et al illuminated parts
of the world expanding from Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean coast.
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If someone says: if the people of Bangladesh followed one of the teachings of the
Quran that taking or offering bribes is forbidden (haram) then Bangladesh wouldn't
have been so corrupt. Why should it be a "SRR statement? Which science are you
talking about that fails to recognize the rather obvious correlation between bribery and
corruption?

You are correct to state that Bangladesh is perceived to be the most corrupted country
in the world for the last few years. We would like to see Bangladesh improve on this
and come out as clean as possible. Please join your forces with us.
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Right, without proof a theory is not acceptable; at best it's a conjecture. Please show us
a country that followed the total teachings of the Quran and failed economically and
socially. We shall then accept the contra positive which is your assertion.

My apology for answering in English due to time constraint and not addressing the
remaining part of your article due to poor knowledge of history of what you have
mentioned.



Thanks and regards.
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