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The proposition it puts forward is that democracy is good for foreign policy, whatever may be said by
"realists"-professional practitioners ofrealpolitik. Indeed, the strength of American foreign policy has
always lain in the fact that it is the product of a democratic system, one that puts a value on money and
commerce as much as on military security. Thus, far from being marginal, changeable and divorced
from the country's national interest, it has always been central to the experience and concerns of
policymakers, and hence relatively stable... strong alliance between government and big business as the
key to effective action abroad; their concern is to have the United States advantageously integrated into
the world economy. Wilsonians put the emphasis on America's moral obligation to promote democratic
values beyond its borders; the country's national interest, they believe, lies in extending the rule of law
throughout the world. Jeffersonians are much more interested in safeguarding democracy at home; they
are wary of unsavoury allies and apprehensive about war. Jacksonians are less democratic than populist,
believing first and foremost in the physical security and economic prosperity of the American people.
(Council on Foreign Relations: Walter Russell Mead)
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